
Is the bible hopelessly dated? Why study texts used to silence women,

rationalize slavery, promote suffering, and discoun t people of other religions? 
Like sacred stories in every culture the bible hold s stories that open us to

the mystery in which we live.  Memory is vital to h ope.  In dialog with our
experience and the needs of our world,
reading the bible can nourish our spirits
and draw us into working for a just and
holy world.

The fall seminar will engage participants
in critical and creative dialog with the
Hebrew scriptures.  You will read and reflect
with scholars, especially women scholars,
who in asking new questions initiate
transforming conversations for us today.

Hedgerow Seminars 2009-2010

WOMEN 'S CRITICAL & C REATIVE DIALOG
WITH THE BIBLE

October 12
Victims & Survivors
(Judges 4-5, 11, 19; Ruth)
Deborah, Jephthah's
Daughter, Ruth, Naomi

September 21
Primal womb (Genesis 2-9)
The images and landscape
of ancient theological
reflectionÐrivers, sea, dust,
storm, gods, goddesses

September 28 
Women of the Promise
(Genesis 12-18)  Sarah and
Hagar, Rachel, Leah, Zilpah,
Bilhah; voices speaking from
silences in the story

October 5 
A Way Where There Is No Way
(Exodus 3, 14-20, 24; Numbers 12-14)
Miriam and Moses; ritual as memory
and promise.  
Guest Instructor: Rabbi Amy Eilberg,
Jay Phillips Center for Interfaith
Learning, University of St. Thomas.

November 9 
Imagining a Way Home
(Isaiah 40-42, 55; 60, 65-66;
Genesis 1) Priestly
scrapbookers collect traditions
to live by and reimagine
creation 

October 19 
Prophets That Rock the Royals
(2 Samuel 11-12; 1 Kings 17-20;
Isaiah 2, 9, 11)  David,
Bathsheba, Nathan, Ahab,
Jezebel, Elijah, Ahaz, Isaiah

October 26 
Intimacy and Blame
(Hosea 1-2, Song of Songs),
Israel as Bride and Prostitute;
Where does this imagery take
us today?  How do we relate
to mystery?

November 2 
Finding a Bigger God in Defeat,
Exile (2 Kings 22, Jeremiah 7,
19, 26, 31; Isaiah 24-25; Ezekiel
1, 34)  The experience of exile
speaks to strangers in any land.

December 7
Writing Outside the Canon
(Jubilees, Sybillene Oracles,
Apocalypse of Adam) Fascination
with Genesis 1-3.

November 16
Religious Identity (Nehemiah 8,
Ezra 9-10, Job 28, Zechariah 9-
10)  Rebuilding households of
faith; theodicy and
transcendence, the birth of
protest literatureÐapocalyptic

November 23
Wisdom Incarnate's Abundant
Household (Proverbs 8-9, 31; Psalm 8,
19) Wisdom's abundant household
provides for all; what forms women's
wisdom literature today?

November 30
Friends of God and Prophets
(Wisdom 7-8; Sirach 24;
Maccabees) Israel's Wisdom
(Hokmah) and Plato's Logos;
Intimations of immortality

New  Questions Change Everything!

Embracing Promise
A sense of human life having promise and purpose ar ises and 
lasts in the ancient Middle East.

Encountering the Holy
Wisdom writing finds the holy in creation, personif ying wisdom as 
a woman, Lady Wisdom, who is with God from the begin ning as 
artisan of creation, who is the spotless mirror of the activity of God.  

Who Should Come?
u Spiritual seekers 

u Active adult learners

u Both women and men

u The devout and the disaffected

u Young adults

u Those with and without 
background in theology

u Clergy, church staff, and 
volunteers

Mondays 6:30 pm Ð 8:30 pm 
Fall I

Fall II

Fall III

Imagining Peace
As war rages and kings fail, prophets encounter Mys tery
in dreams of peace and plenty.
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Helping Women's Wisdom 
Flourish

Hedgerow:Rows of
hedges grow between
fields providing for
wildlife and good soil.
During British penal
codes in Ireland,
people met in
hedgerows to teach
and preserve their
language, culture, and
faith.  A hedgerow is
a biosphere and
haven.

Spring 2010 Seminars

WhatÕs Expected?
u Weekly reading assignments

u Journaling

u Transformative conversation

u Reading, reporting on one 
theologian

u Culminating project

Instructor:
Joan Mitchell, CSJ, MTS,Harvard Divinity School;
Ph.D. in New Testament, Luther Seminary, 
St. Paul; publisher of Good Ground Press and
editor of Sunday by Sunday, the lectionary-
based tool for adult faith sharing.  

Guest Instructors: including Rabbi Amy
Eilberg, Jay Phillips Center for Interfaith Learning,

University of St. Thomas.

Text: New Revised Standard Bible
The syllabus is online at wisdomwayscenter.org.  It lists

the required and optional reading for each evening.

Cost:$90per four sessions; $245 for twelve sessions
CEU and credit options available. Hedgerow alumnae can 
participate in the September 21 evening free of charge.

Register
u Online: www.wisdomwayscenter.org

u Call 651-696-2788 

Location: (both Fall and Spring seminars)

Carondelet Center, 1890 Randolph Avenue, St. Paul, M N 

New Questions Change Everything!

Hedgerow Seminars
2009-2010

Today scholars, especially women scholars, engage
scripture out of their experience and social locati ons
around the globe.  New methods actively engage
readers in critical and creative dialog with script ure
and demonstrate how big the questions can
become.  Ecofeminist, womanist, and other liberatio n
theologies give voice to women, to people of color,
people in poverty, people once colonized, and all o f
us in these seminars.

Spring I: WisdomÕs Prophet: Communities of Equals
February 8: Women in the Christian Community (Acts)

February 15: ªNo longer male and female, slave or freeÐone in Christ 
(Galatians 3.28; Acts; Romans)  

February 22: In Memory of Them: Women in the First Gospel  (Mark)

March 1: In Memory of Them Who Tell the Story (Mark)

Spring II: Spirit, Fire, and Social Order
March 8: Matthew's Gospel; Women and Slaves in Jesus' Parables, Divorce  

March 15: Luke's Gospel; Keeping Women in Their Place and the Poor With Us 

March 22: Mary, Martha, Evolving House Churches, Prodigals (Luke)

March 29: John's Gospel; Wisdom's Community

Spring III: Spirit Animating Every Generation
April 5: Discipleship as Friendship (John 13-17)

April 12: Household Codes: Taming Pentecost (1 Corinthians; Ephesians; 1, 2 Timothy)

April 19: Persistent Icons of Hope and Healing (Revelations 1-2, 16-21)

April 26: Women Leaders: Tensions between Mary Magdalene and Peter 
(Gospel of Thomas; Gospel of Mary Magdalene; Acts of Paul and Thecla)

WOMEN 'S CRITICAL & C REATIVE DIALOG
WITH THE BIBLE


